descriptions of clinical and biochemical aspects of the neurology and psychiatry of folate and vitamin BI2 deficiency. Several studies of the relationship between folate deficiency and anticonvulsant drug therapy are reported and aspects of haematological, gastroenterological, epidemiological and biochemical studies of folate and B12metabolism also receive attention. The book has arisen from a symposium, but the subject matter is arranged in the form of a multiauthor volume. The individual chapters are presented in a uniform style and have been edited with great care. Each chapter is followed by a list of relevant referrals and the book thus provides a convenient source of information on current views of folate and BI2 metabolism. This book is one of a series on techniques of measurement in medicine. The subject matter is mainly physics and instrumentation and the aim is to explain fundamental principles and their application in clinical practice. The author believes that, without this background, high level technology is likely to be worse than useless; a laudable principle which has application well beyond the walls of nuclear medicine departments.
On the whole the book is practical, well-written, interesting and readable (at least to this physicist). Considerable space is allocated to basics of radioactivity and measurement and to various aspects of imaging, reflecting its current importance. Conversely, the short chapter (6) on investigations involving sample measurements includes only enough material to illustrate principles. There is little mention of radioisotope treatment. At times the author comes close to, but just avoids, being bogged down in technical minutiae. There is a tendency to pedantry and parochialism, notably in the sections on radiation protection and quality assurance. The illustrations are good and, with a few exceptions (e.g, Figure  10 .4, Table 11 .2), the data, graphs and captions are notably free of mistakes in a book of this kind.
The book will be of value for reference purposes to physicists, technicians and to clinicians training in nuclear medicine or having direct involvement in instrumentation. It is well worth a place in the library.
WFCLAPHAM

Principal Physicist St Thomas'Hospital, London
Liver and Biliary Disease: pathophysiology, diagnosis and management. R Wright et al. (ed) pp 1345 £38.50 London: Saunders 1979 Seventy-five authors from 5 continents have contributed to this large textbook on the liver which has been carefully edited by a four-man team consisting of a physician, a clinical biochemist, a surgeon and a histopathologist. The result is for the most part highly successful. The anatomy and physiologyofthe liver, the methods and techniques of investigation and the clinical aspects are comprehensively covered. Most chapters represent a detailed and up-to-date review of the subject and they are admirably illustrated. The high standard of the numerous histological photomicrographs is a particular feature. There is a generous and well chosen bibliography with each chapter.
All topics are covered but I particularly enjoyed the chapters on the liver and endocrine system,
